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MI NI STERETTER

God has the Last

There is a picture drawn by Clive Chizlett mounted on one of the original Norman
pillars of St NicholasCChurch in New Romney, in Kent. It is about a game of
Chess. In the picture, Faust is engaged in a competitive game of chess against the
Devil. And at first glance, it looks like Faust is losing. His opponent in the chess
game is Satan. The devil stands there grinning smugly. He thinks he has the
victory in hand. He is looking at the chessboard with an evil leer and he is
gloating. Any one who knows anything about the game of Chess can guess what
the devil is thinking:

"Checkmate! GameQover! | win!" However, a person with a keen eye - who
knows the game of chess well, will see on studying the game that the match is
not over at all.

As one looks at the position and studies it they will see that Faust has one more
move and one move only — that will give him the victory! Eric Ritz in the w A a1
| 2t t $ubsahd nfatter succinctly: X Tige painting has a very real meaning to
us Christians because it is a parable of the good news of Easter. When we look at
the Cross on Good Friday, it looks (at first glance) like evil has won. It looks like
the defeat of righteousness. It looks like goodness is dead and buried forever. It
looks like Jesus has been silenced and conquered. But then, Easter Sunday
morning reveals GodQ greatest dcheckmate€ move of all time. Christ comes out
of the grave triumphant into the world of defeated, disappointed, dismayed
depressed disciples. The risen Christ comes into the turmoil of our fragmented
frightened lives with power and victory.£€

When Adam and Eve sinned, they discovered they were naked and sought to
clothe themselves with branches of trees. Fallen humanity continues to cover its
guilt and shame with excuses. The Risen Christ conquers our shame and clothes
us with his personal presence and righteousness. There are three key lessons
that the first disciples discovered on the resurrection morning which can be ours
too today; namely, that we too can know the freedom of forgiven sins. Secondly,
we too can know the promise of eternal life in heaven and, thirdly, we too can



know the presence of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit as our Lord and
Saviour. This is what makes Easter a joyful occasion, conquest over sin and
death.

The ultimate celebration of Easter lies in the four promises that God has made to
us; the promise of forgiven sins; the promise of eternal life; and the promise of a
personal relationship with the Risen Christ. But the Good news of all times lies in

GodQfourth open promise at all times to whosoever will-0e v er y on e
t & @omhne10:18). Vhis ihspiresb e

on the name of

who
saved.

confidence in proclaiming the Gospel as we continue to look into the future in

our five year plan.

| wish you all Happy Easter to you and yours and may you know the presence of

the Risen Christ. Hallelujah.

Daniel.

I' N NO STRANGE
The kingdom of God is within you

O world invisible, we view thee,

O world intangible, we touch thee,
O world unknowable, we know thee,
Inapprehensible, we clutch thee!

Does the fish soar to find the ocean,
The eagle plunge to find the air
That we ask of the stars in motion

If they have rumour of thee there?

Not where the wheeling systems
darken,

And our benumbed conceiving soars!
The drift of pinions, would we hearken,
Beats at our own clay-shuttered doors.

LAND

The angels keep their ancient places-
Turn but a stone and start a wing!

'Tis ye, 'tis your estranged faces,

That miss the many-splendored thing.

But (when so sad thou canst not
sadder)

Cry- and upon thy so sore loss

Shall shine the traffic of Jacob's ladder
Pitched betwixt Heaven and Charing
Cross.

Yea, in the night, my Soul, my
daughter,

Cry- clinging to Heaven by the hems;
And lo, Christ walking on the water,
Not of Genesareth, but Thames!
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER
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Justice is not a fancy word which we can slip in and out of prayers harmlessly.

GodQjustice affects the fabric of this world and the integrity of its people.
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Everybody cryin@ercy, when they don®@know the meaning of the word.
Everybody cryinQustice, so long as itQ business first.
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE
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May | accept your grace Lord God sufficient to know | need only to come you as
I am. In my coming as a child, without seeking to hide any part of me, | will
begin to experience the fullness of God's love as Jesus did.

Amen

Romans3®8B: 38

Yes, | am sure that nothing can separate us from GodQ love—not death, life,
angels, or ruling spirits. | am sure that NOTHING now, nothing in the future, no
powers, nothing above us or nothing below us—nothing in the whole created
world—will ever be able to separate us from the love God has shown us in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ephesi aln9s 3: 114

For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven
and on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power, together with all the LordQholy people,
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.

ADVANCED WARNI NG.

This is to invite Church organisations to post in The Link in April topics that they
think are of interest to the AGM, for example, a summary of the activities of
your organisation over the past year and the plans for the coming year.

It would be particularly helpful if details of any proposed Church projects for
the coming year could be posted in The Link. This would allow them to be
presented in a considered way and members would be able to give each one
some thought before the AGM. Last year most people found this helpful. It
would be helpful also if, with the outline of the project, proposals for the
organisation of the fundraising could be given.

Editor.




PROPOSALS FOR CHURGOGH1TCHARI TY 2016

Leeds Autism Services

Leeds Autism Services, operating in the Leeds area was founded in 1988 as a
Christian foundation charity.

Specific services for adults are offered aiming individually tailored packages of
support, in order to assist people to achieve their goals.

They offer support and advice to individuals in a holistic and non-judgmental
framework from 2 hours per week to 24 hours per day 365 days a year to their 64
service users. This is in their own homes, community settings or one of their own
facilities. LAS are needing sensory equipment, new computer equipment, laptops
and a vehicle to transport the people supported to activities which would
otherwise be inaccessible to them.

LAS are currently trying to raise funds but have no patron and will be so grateful
for your consideration of Leeds Autism Services as a church charity project next
year. Church members will remember the article on LesterQart exhibition in the
Link last year and also the Gift Service in December when we had an impressive
description of the work of the service from the Fundraiser for the charity, Karl
Wilson and also one of the beneficiaries, Michael (see the February Link)

Joyce Wood
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A THOUGHT TO PONDER

| don@know what your destiny will be, but one thing | do know: the only ones
among you who will be really happy are those who have sought and found out
how to serve.

Al bert Schweitzer
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Sing Freedom

A story with songs of liberation

Leeds Inter-Faith Group offer you a rare chance to see this special show: a
personal story told by Leeds choir leader Frances Bernstein, set against the
background of apartheid South Africa and the trial of Nelson Mandela.
When FrancesQfather Rusty Bernstein was arrested and tried alongside
Mandela and six other men, the life of his family changes for ever.

Sunddypr3il at 3.30 p.n

at Lidget Park Methodist Church L

Doors open.Rhitc BetdD H5 m-(phYy ladwtihrec ame

To reserve tckets email tckets@fr
www. freerangechoir.org. uk



THORNER BROADSHEET

Thorner Church@ next fund raising event will take place on Sat March 12th from
10am to 12 noon and will be a coffee morning in aid of the Home & Overseas
Missions of the Methodist Church; we hope to see you there!! We'll have our
usual cake and bric-a-brac stalls and we'll be serving our famous Bacon Butties,
so do support us if you can! Our January coffee morning raised £325: 60 for
Action for Children / MHA, a shared 50/50 event. It was good to see SO many of
our friends from Lidgett and Oakwood join us for this event! Thanks to all for
your support, we do appreciate it.

Our Lent course began on Monday February 22™ for five Mondays ending on
Monday March 21%. They begin at 10:15am but refreshments will be served

from 10am. We aim to finish around noon, so please do join us if you can. Once

again we are studying a Work Course', this year'sis entitled,'¢ KS t-al f Y&
LINJ & SNE @ F DNMIsENIURAE @ is a very good course and itQ not too

late to join us so do come along if you can. You'll receive a booklet so you can

reprise any of the sessions that you may have missed and also help you prepare

for the following week's session.

May God bless us all as we enter this period of Lenten reflection and when
Easter arrives. May we feel we've benefited greatly from our Lenten journey.

God Bless,
An n J oThoansr8enior Church Steward

Tel. 0113 289 3532

CHRI STI AN AI D LUNCHES

Church Organi serDat e
Immaculate Heart Anne Cogan  Thurs March 10th 1.00 PM




To sbopnot to stop?

How does one know when to stop? In any office, occupation, voluntary work or
job how do you know when to "call it a day"? For some people it may be
mandatory to stop. For others illness, or family situations or changing
relationships may be instrumental in bringing matters to a close. Thisis a
question which arises many times throughout a life, and it has been arising for
me, as a Local Preacher, over the last twenty years or so. | am blessed in that |
do not have the excuse of poor health, but | have never found preaching easy. It
has become harder and harder, and taking longer and longer to write sermons
and to prepare services. | have always been an advocate of sabbaticals in any
occupation as | believe it is a great benefit to step back every now and again, free
from what one normally does, and to take a different approach or just rest.

Over the years | have taken a quarter or longer off from preaching when | have
felt | was becoming stale. Generally | have bounced back and returned fresh
with new thoughts and new ideas. Last year | had a great deal of time off but
this time | did not return feeling re-invigorated. | found my next appointment
even harder to prepare. The service went reasonably well, but | wasn't happy.
Most preachers will say they can tell whether a service has gone well, or not.
There is something in the way people comment, or not, as they shake hands on
the way out of church. | hadn't felt negativity from congregations, but the
thought came that I'd been a fully accredited Local Preacher for over fifty five
years. Perhaps it was time to go before people began to complain! So last
September | informed the Superintendent Minister, Robert Creamer, | did not
want to be given any more preaching appointments. | did not wish to be
"planned" any more.

Looking on the positive side, although | have said | did not wish to be planned. |
will step in at short notice if possible. | have done this once or twice and
volunteered to be planned on the first Sunday after Christmas. This is often a
difficult Sunday for the plan makers. It was a joy to do and | got a "kick" out of
leading worship for that congregation. But what a relief not to have another
service to think about and prepare!

Peter C.
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SPEED BANMMBDI TATI ON

Speed bumps can be awfully frustrating if you're in a hurry. Misnamed, they are
actually a n-¢ p elaurdps, designed to slow us down. And they are there for a
good reason. The speeding motorist can be a danger to him/herself, as well as to
others. Speed bumps reduce the threat.

The proverbial road of life is full of bumps. But do we realise how many of these
are speed bumps in disguise? Say that you are racing through your days in
overdrive when you are pulled up by a bad back. The pain is annoying, but it
forces you to slow down and rest. Certain demands of home and work are put on
hold. The change in lifestyle is restorative and if sustained may result in
protecting you from future illnesses.

Or perhaps your career hits a bump. You were counting on a promotion, but it
didn't happen. You are disappointed. You brood. You feel frustrated, worthless, at
a dead end. But then a new opportunity turns up that you hadn't expected. Your
life takesa newt u andyou're back on track, albeit heading in a new direction.
But, of course, to make thatt u sudtessfully you first had to slow down. If it
hadn't been for that speed bump ( the promotion you didn't get ) you would have
raced on along the same old beaten path and missed the new job, the new
opportunity.

On life's path there are job bumps; health bumps; love bumps; bumps in our
emotional and spiritual development. It all makes for a rough ride and maybe a
broken spring or two. We may curse the presence of the bumps. Or we may
consider our vehicle or driving skills as substandard. After all, don't the best
drivers just speed along and seemingly ignore the bumps? But if they do they miss
so much — roadside buildings; beautiful scenery; turning off points to undreamed-
of destinations. Thankfully the road of life is no motorway, but filled with speed
bumps to slow us down and open the door to new opportunities.

What speed bumps have come into our lives in the past? How have such bumps
changed our lives, sent us off in new directions? Is it still happening today?

Gerry Leake

SEEI NG GOD AROUND US

Never lose an opportunity of seeing anything that is beautiful for beauty is GodQ
handwriting, a wayside sacrament. Welcome it in every fair face, in every fair
sky, in every fair flower, and thank God for it as a cup of blessing.

wkfLK 2FfR2 9YSNER2Y
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Mr s& DDI-ARY ri p around the world contnue

THE RG@CKI ES

The first part of our journey was spent travelling on the normal cross country train
from Toronto to Jasper. The train company Wia RailQs an amalgamation of two
rail companies, Canadian National and Canadian Pacific. As in Britain the tracks
are owned by one company, the trains by the other company. The company
owning the tracks also operates the many freight trains crossing Canada. These
trains have priority over passenger trains and there are often long delays
experienced by passenger trains. For example, we arrived in Winnipeg at 8.00 am
and just leaving at that time was the eastbound train. It was over 10 hours behind
schedule!

We had our first experience of sleeping on a train. We had the accessible cabin
which consisted of a very spacious bathroom and a tiny bedroom. Haydn had to
clamber up to the top bunk each evening. Surprisingly we both slept quite well.
Our first full day was spent looking at trees, more trees and yet more trees; lakes,
more lakes and yet more lakes. The weather was gloriously sunny and we were
able to spend time in the Wome carQooking at trees and lakes.

The trees were just beginning to change colour, but the most noticeable feature
was the silence outside. When | was younger | remember reading a book entitled
Whe Silent SpringCabout a world without birds and that was how it seemed
passing through this part of Ontario. No bird was visible during the whole of this
dayQ@journey, not an animal was seen. Many of us remarked on this. There was
just an eerie silence, no birds, no animals, no people, just trees and lakes; surreal
and rather frightening.

We arrived in Winnipeg around breakfast time and it was as if a curtain had been
closed and another opened. Suddenly, we were in the prairies. Harvested corn,
silos and small towns were upon us. A large flock of Canada geese were the first
wildlife we had seen for over 24 hours. We also saw deer, elks and plenty of birds,
cows and horses. No longer silent but an area full of life. The train rattled along
the straight track; no corners here. Sometimes it seemed we were going so fast
we might take off. Thankfully, we never did.

The crew had changed at Winnipeg and we had gone from being served by a
cheerful, helpful, happy band of people to the Addams family — surly, unhelpful
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and downright rude. Poor Haydn committed the unpardonable sin of choosing
which table he wanted to sit at for breakfast rather than waiting to be allocated a
table. He didn@make that mistake again. However, the scenery outside made up
for any frostiness inside.

It had been so unseasonably warm in Toronto that we had forgotten it was now
Autumn. Shortly after leaving Winnipeg we entered an idyllic autumn scene. The
track here was at its narrowest and at times the trees were almost touching the
train. Autumn really was here and we travelled through avenues of green,
yellow, red and golden coloured trees. It was magical and the first really
beautiful vista we had seen.

WI & LIS NJ

We are here at last in the Rockies with its mountains, pine trees, lakes and bears.
We stayed at the Jaspar Park Lodge Hotel and entering the reception area |
thought | had wandered onto a film set. A large wooden paneled room with a
blazing fire, elk heads on the walls and people in large jumpers and bobble hats. |
kept having to blink to assure myself that this was real. Our lodge was down by
the lake and when we left it to go to dinner there was no doubt Autumn had

arrived as there was a nip in the air.

Jaspar is a YkiQown and don@you know it. Its long main street consists of shops
selling every kind of skiing equipment and clothing it was possible to acquire. Our
scenic trip around Jaspar and its surrounding area included a visit to a lake, a
mountain in the shape of an Indian warrior and a lost passenger. | can@really do
justice to describing the scenery so | won@try.

[118 [2dAas

What an unbelievable day. For the last 3 % weeks the cloud cover has been
down as far as the road; today not a cloud in the sky. Unseasonable
temperatures up in the 70s. The most incredible scenery imaginable. Every
mountain and lake had its own story. We travelled on the TransCanada Highway.
ItQ unique in that there are wild life bridges and tunnels all across the highway.
Each bridge or tunnel cost around 2 million dollars to construct and it took some
time to persuade the wild life to use these facilities, however, they now regularly
use them.



13

However, all good ideas have their drawback and it didn@take the wolves long
to work out that if they congregated at the end of either the bridge or tunnel,
lunch and dinner would soon be available. Despite this the bridges and the
tunnels are regarded as a great success. Monitors placed on the bridges can
track the wild life as it crosses. Most of the bridges have been named after
famous people. One bridge was due to be named after Dwight Eisenhower but
the name was changed after he failed to attend the naming ceremony, too busy
playing golf.

Our final destination was Lake Louise, a photo of which adorned our Christmas
card. Lake Louise was originally called Horum Numnabh, the lake of little fishes.
However, a surveyor called Tom Wilson on seeing the lake in 1882 named it
Emerald Lake after its brilliant greenish blue colour. In 1884, the Canadian
Government officially renamed it Lake Louise after one of Queen VictoriaQ
daughters, Princess Louise, who was married to the Governor General of Canada.

We stayed in Lake Louise at the Chateau Lake Louise, one of the great hotels of
the world. The hotel is somewhat schizophrenic in design as the architect could
not make up his mind whether he wanted it to look like a French chateau, a
Victorian turreted building or a mock Tudor style building, so he combined all
three designs in one building thus making the hotel such a landmark that the
hotel and the lake surrounding it have been made into a UNESCO world heritage
site.

We awoke to another glorious day, clear blue skies and very warm. We walked
around the lake but did not climb the hills above it or go to the tea rooms at the
top of the hills. However, the walk did leave us needing two cups of coffee
before we could summon up enough energy to explore further. One travel tip
here — if you want to visit Japan do so in October as most of Japan seemed to be
at Lake Louise. Cultural differences abide wherever you go. The coffee at
breakfast was so strong it made me grimace. The lady next to me asked if | was
alright so | explained it was the strength of the coffee that had affected me. She
said she thought the coffee was rather weak. The lady turned out to be from
Brazil — enough said!

In the afternoon we went on a short tour of the area surrounding Lake Louise.
The highlight was seeing the spiral tunnels that allow trains to climb through the
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mountain pass and then return to the river valley. We were just leaving the
lookout point when our driver noticed a long freight train approaching the
tunnels. He turned the bus around and we were able to watch as the train
entered the tunnels. Because the train was longer than the tunnels we were able
to see it exiting again while part of it was still entering. The bus driver and the
guide were very excited by this as they both said it was on their bucket list to see.
.y

Banff is exactly like the pictures in the travel brochure. A long street full of low
rise buildings. There is a restriction on buying property in Banff; you have to
intend to live there as a permanent resident so there are no holiday homes here.
Our hotel, the Banff Springs was designed by a Scotsman who wanted it to
remind him of his home town in Banff, Scotland. He returned to Scotland and
came back 18 months later only to find that the builders had built the hotel the
wrong way round. The guest rooms faced the car park and the servantQ quarters
overlooked the valley. They also forgot to attach bathrooms to the bedrooms so
basically a botched job all round. Banff has a very Scottish flavor to it. The local
pub is called the Rose and Crown and there is a thriving Scottish dance society.

In the afternoon we went up the Gondola having first acquainted myself with

Yogi bear and a Mountie. | would not say that it was a picture that travelled

round the world but it certainly ended up in some strange places (3 dzZNB f & @& 2 dz
R2® YSIy (GKS / KNAaGYl & ThRiledegafiindotidy i KS |
conditions but half way up we broke through the clouds and in clear sunlight we

saw the trees covered in snow. It was one of our scenic highlights, not least

because it was so unexpected. We returned to Banff and had an early night;

tomorrow we join the Rocky Mountain Train at 6.00 am.

w201@ az2dzydlAySSNJI

The Rocky Mountaineer Train Company has just celebrated its 25" year and is
now regarded as one of the great railway journeys. We left our hotel at 7.30 am.
Breakfast was served in the dining car and shortly after leaving Banff we began to
experience the full splendor of the Rockies. A bit of geography here, the
Canadian Rockies are part of the Canadian Cordillera, the collective name for the
mountains of western Canada. They are part of a range of mountains that runs all
the way from Alaska to the very tip of South America.
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Our first day saw us passing close to Mount Robson, the highest peak in the
Canadian Rockies. There are higher mountains in western Canada but Mount
Robson is particularly impressive as it stands out on the continental divide
towering over the Yellowhead Pass. We also passed by Snow Dome, not a very
impressive peak height-wise, but famous because water flows off it into three
different watersheds, the Pacific Ocean, the Arctic Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean
via the Hudson Bay.

Our journey followed the valley of the Thompson River. Suddenly a shout went
up, 0Bear on the right€ bw the train stayed on the track as a mass of passengers
hurried over to our side of the train is a miracle. Of course, by the time people
arrived with their cameras, we were well passed the bear. Bears are an obsession
here. Everyone has a story about seeing a bear, having a close encounter with a
bear, or they know someone or know someone who knew someone who hadn@®

survived an encounter with a bear.

The Rockies are home to both the grizzly and black bears. There are
approximately 25,000 grizzly bears in Canada and they inhabit 90% of their
original territory. They generally prefer to avoid people but sometimes meet them
unexpectedly. One of our fellow passengers was a park ranger and she told us the
story of a trip she took with 2 trainee rangers into the forest. They suddenly came
upon a grizzly bear with her cubs and, as she related it, it didn@exactly put out
the welcome mat. Despite having every piece of anti-bear equipment known to
man, or in this case woman, she was aware their position was very precarious. In
particular, she was concerned that her trainees would do something very stupid,
like run away (well you would, wouldn@you). She was also well aware that Papa
Bear might be lurking near by. She told her trainees to WalmlyQwalk backwards
away from the bear, which they did until they reached a logging trail. They were
then told to bang every piece of metal they possessed (bears don@like noise) and
run like hell. Her trainees apparently dined out on the story of the close
encounter for months afterwards. So much for bear stories.

We then left the Thompson River and joined the Mackenzie valley. Alexander
Mackenzie was the first European to cross the Rocky Mountains; he found the
upper reaches of the Fraser River and reached the Pacific Coast in 1793.

Throughout our first day our hostess told us stories of the early settlers and, in
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particular, the First Nations People. She also pointed out various landmarks in the
construction of the Trans Canada Railway. Not until 1882, when the Rogers Pass
was discovered, was it possible to link east and west. After a fatal avalanche, the
8 km long Connaught Tunnel was built. We had pointed out to us the exact spot
where the last spike was placed meaning the track from east to west was now
complete.

Our second day, like our first, was bathed in glorious sunshine. Despite the
weather this was autumn and the colour of the trees was a wonder to behold. It
was amazing to see a large number of fir trees suddenly give way to a group of
trees having leaves of orange, brown, red and gold, making a glorious contrast to
the green firs.

We travelled alongside 7 rivers and crossed 7 valleys on our journey west when
suddenly the landscape was transformed as we descended into the coastal plain
with its lush landscapes and small towns. Our journey through the Rockies was
coming to an end, not only for us but also for the train crew as this was the last
journey for them until April. To celebrate this we were welcomed with
champagne when we finally arrived in Vancouver, a wonderful way to end a
glorious trip. WSy Yy A ¥ S NJ

LI DGETT PARK LADI ES' GROUP

Meeting at 7.45 pm on alternate Thursdays in the Community Hall. Please
come along and join us even if you've not been before. You will be very
welcome.

3rd March Val Howson returns to give us the second part of her tale about
working in a "Charity Shop". She was hilarious last time she came so this
should be a very enjoyable evening.

17th March John Royce "An Office Boy in the mid-Fifties". This should bring
back some memories for those of us who worked in offices. Times have
certainly changed with the advent of computers - but computers don't run
errands or make the tea!

13th March At last, we've managed to get a volunteer from the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance to come and talk to us.

They may/or may not bring items for us to purchase.

Lynne Pull ein
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WHAT IS THE POI NT OF METHODI SM?
An eight-part series on Methodist identity today by John S. Summerwill

2. Two styles of Methodism

Although the Methodist Church has been one since 1932, the two styles of
Methodism that were Wesleyan and Primitive Methodism are still very evident
in many ways. It would be too crude altogether to divide Methodists into two
distinct identities: the similarities and differences are far too intricate and subtle
for that. It is not unreasonable, though, to think of two magnetic poles of
Methodism, with Methodists tending to be drawn to one rather the other, or to
hover between them.

The 'Wesleyan' pole inherits the Wesleyan Methodist tradition. It pulls toward
the Church of England, and its exponents favour the covenant with that church.
It is associated with: the valuing of the Wesleyan theological and cultural
inheritance; appreciation of Charles Wesley's hymns and other hymns in the
conventional mode; liturgical as well as free forms of worship; a preference for
dignity, order, ritual, quietness in worship; reasoned, substantial, systematic
preaching, often based on lectionary readings and observant of the seasons,
feasts and festivals of the Christian calendar; robed clergy; Holy Communion
received at the communion rail; a focus on what Methodists call
Wonnexionalism Qwith the observance of standing orders and traditions in the
governance of church, circuit, district and connexional life. In theology it leans
towards liberalism.

The other pole of Methodism inherits the Primitive Methodist tradition, which
began as a working-class revivalist movement in the early 19" century in the
Potteries. Its lay founders, Hugh Bourne and William Clowes, thought that
Methodism had become too gentrified and had lost its original evangelical
fervour. The WrimQradition finds Anglicanism rather too ritualistic and dry for
its taste, and feels more affinity to the Free Churches, Salvation Army and
Pentecostalism. It favours a theologically conservative, Spirit-led, evangelistic
style of Christianity, focused on lay leadership of worship, active participation,
spontaneity and informality. Contemporary worship songs, or songs in the
Sankey tradition, accompanied by guitars rather than the organ, are enjoyed,;
preaching is most appreciated when simple, anecdotal and delivered without
notes and not from a pulpit; extempore prayer is preferred; the communion
elements are received in the pews (or the chairs that have replaced them) and
consumed by all simultaneously; there is a tendency to congregationalist
independence. Churches of this 'Primitive’ or charismatic style are more likely
than 'Wesleyan' ones to run Alpha courses and to bring in new members who
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have less commitment to, and feeling for, the traditions of Methodism. Politically,
Primitive Methodism was always to the left of Wesleyan.

Some aspects of Methodist life, practice and outlook show close affinity to dissent
or non-conformity, though technically Methodists have never been dissenters or
non-conformists. Those terms were legally outdated by the time Methodism
separated from the Church of England. They persisted, though, and it was a
Methodist President, Hugh Price Hughes, who coined the phrase Hon-conformist
consciencelln relation to MethodismQ deep social concern.

Methodist church buildings are mainly very similar to those of Baptists,
Presbyterians and Congregationalists, especially those whose origin was Primitive
Methodist. They are essentially preaching places, with pulpit and organ in central
focus, although there is much variety and those built or refurbished in the last half
century are more likely to be designed with a modest side-pulpit (which some
preachers will not use) and central communion table. 'Small’, 'plain’, 'homely',
'intimate' are the sort of words Methodists might wish to use. This plainness
reflects both lack of finance—since Methodists were generally not well off and
lacked endowments—and contempt for ostentatiousness and waste.
Nevertheless, where wealth was available it was sometimes used for grand
displays of carved mahogany or oak, and often in suburbia Methodists tried to
emulate or surpass the parish church. Lidgett Park as originally designed had choir
stalls lining the chancel in Anglican style.

The affinity to dissent, strongest in the WPrimCradition, expresses itself in an
ardent desire for lay leadership and involvement, a valuing of spontaneity in
prayer and preaching, a rejection of priestly views of ministry and of episcopacy,
and a suspicion of symbolism and mysticism of all sorts. This tradition is still a
powerful influence in Methodism. Much of the opposition to attempts in and since
the 1960s to join the Methodist Church more closely with the Church of England
has come from Methodists who identify themselves as Protestants not Catholics,
as dissenters not conformists, and as 'free church' not establishment. Some
preachers and congregations want worship to be informal, participatory, novel,
creative, lively and entertaining. There have been numerous experiments with
Ytesh expressionsCbf church, including caf®church services.

In other ways, though, Methodists, especially Wesleyans, have an affinity to the

Orthodox, Catholic and Anglican traditions that can appear rather 'high church' to

other Protestants. The sources of authority to which Methodism appeals—

scripture, tradition, reason and experience—are, apart from the distinctive last

one, those of Anglicanism and Catholicism. Thisisnotthe & 2 f | & (@MpIurded(i dzNJ
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alone) of the Reformation churches. Whilst Methodism does not have bishops, it
does have S LJA & (bv2rkidht). It is a matter of debate in Methodism whether it
lies in the Conference, which ordains and legislates, or in the circuit
superintendents, whose very name declares their overseeing role.

Methodist liturgy has always been close to its originsinthe . 221 2 F [ 2YY 2
t NJ,@nd iNJts most recent forms it has grown even closer to Anglican and
Roman Catholic liturgies because of the common influence of the Joint Liturgical

Movement, which has profoundly affected Methodism.” Methodists sometimes
recite one of the historic creeds—though some disapprove. They have become
tolerant of ministers wearing vestments, and often encourage it. The use of the
Revised Common Lectionary has become so ubiquitous that in some churches
there is pressure upon preachers to use it, or at least an element of surprise if
other readings are chosen. Although lay celebration of Holy Communion is
permitted, it requires a special dispensation from the Methodist Conference in
response to demonstration of need and is not taken as normal as in other Free
Churches, despite the Methodist claim to believe in the priesthood of all
believers. Liturgical forms of worship, both traditional and modern, are common
and extemporary prayer has become rare in public worship. Most telling,
perhaps, is that Methodist do not jib at the word 'catholic' as applied to the
Church, or associate it with Rome, but simply with the universal Church of which
they believe themselves to be a part. Although there is a diversity of views about
the sacramental nature of Holy Communion, Methodists tend more to a 'real
presence' interpretation than to a 'bare memorial' view.

One thing that Methodists of both traditions like is to sing hymns—typically five
in a Sunday service. Few in the congregations now can sing the alto, tenor or bass
line, where once there were many. Memorable words, catchy tunes, the uplift
that comes from singing together, the emotional impact of a volume of rich
harmonic sound—and the work of the Holy Spirit within—combine to embed the
doctrines in heart and soul, as well as mind. For that reason, and because it
matters what we sing, the Methodist denominations have always until recent
times been very careful what hymns they have approved for congregational use.
The core—in all branches of Methodism—is the hymns of Charles Wesley, many
of which are known to all English-speaking Christians, and many more of which
are hardly known at all outside Methodism. John Wesley compiled and published
several collections, mainly comprising CharlesQ writings, and also including his
own translations of Lutheran and Moravian hymns and $hodernCEnglish ones by
Watts, Cowper, Newton and others. Methodism@Q hymnody has always been
ecumenical. During the 19" and 20™ centuries it expanded to include the writings
of contemporary Methodists and the best hymns from other denominations,
even including—surprisingly— Roman Catholic ones. Currently the Methodist
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Church has three authorised hymnbooks that have Conference approval—¢ K S
aSUK2RAA0 |1 3YEXYAL | ¢ad{t yfIAvyad.othéS CI Al
unauthorised books are in use and some preachers choose items from other

sources, especially now that projection has made it so easy. They are not always

mindful when they do so that they may be diluting and weakening peopleQ grasp

of Methodist doctrines and sense of Methodist identity.

The singing of the Lord@Q Prayer is still common: it is the norm in many chapels.

{ A Y 3AY 3, uiliké & pre&dkbcdssor gives no musical settings for the canti-
cles and psalms. Methodists—even some Primitive Methodists— used to be able
to sing them: that ability has been lost except in a few places. The exception in
the Leeds North and East Circuit is Roscoe, where the Venite and Te Deum (MHB

settings) are well known by all and sung at the monthly service of Morning Prayer,
which is essentially thatofthe. 221 2% [/ 2YY2Yy t NI & SNJ

Methodism, then, embraces quite a variety of tastes, emphases and preferences.
People of different styles of Methodism identify themselves as Methodist; they
may not always and easily recognise other styles as being Methodist too. They
may sing ¥@n now we think and feel the same and cordially agreeQkut it ain®@
necessarily so!

FREBD QUI Z ( ANSWERS ON PAGE )

Each of the following clues leads to two words; one of them is one letter longer
than the other. Find the answers then rearrange the extra letters to form the
name of a district of Leeds. The number of letters shown applies after adding the
extra letter. For example, Cautious and tired (5) Weary: wary E

. Live with what remains (7)

. Begin mid-day meal (6)

. Long to be paid (5)

. Coloured neckerchief can be peeled and eaten (7)
. Hindu class is pure and unsullied (6)

. Feel sorry about wading bird (6)

. Priest can be fired (6)

. Keen to prevent (5)

0 N OO U1 A W N B
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PROJECT NEWS (¢ KMa rfdhi S20i16/Sga FTNRY (KS
Welcome to our latest up-date!

Our next two events are ones which we hope will encourage families to join us,
whether with mum, dad or grandparents ( or better still, all!)

The first is on Saturday March 12" and we invite you to the Mad Hatter's Tea
Party for an afternoon with a difference. Come and enjoy a spread of
sandwiches, scones, tarts, cakes and buns with an Alice In Wonderland twist. The
party kicks off at 3pm and tea will be served until 5pm. Come at any time you
like. Children can join in a selection of indoor games in the Youth Hall before
their tea, which will be served between 4 and 4.30pm. Entrance is by ticket only,
at a cost of £6.50 per adult and £2.50 per child, which should be bought in
advance from any committee member. Closing date for the purchase of tickets is
Sunday March 6™.

Our second event is on Sunday May 15™ at 1pm and is a hog roast lunch
provided by Sedgefield Butchers of Roundhay. Vegetarian and gluten-free
options will be available and desserts will be provided by the Project group and
friends. We do hope you will bring all the family — the more the merrier. We
have spoken to the Met. Office and ordered sunshine so that we can eat outside.
Sadly, however, they have been unable to promise that, but if the weather lets
us down, the food will be served in the Community Hall. Further details will be
published in the April magazine.

We would like to sincerely thank Fred Langley for yet another brain — teaser of a
quiz. Fred assured me that this was easier than previous years and | did manage
to answer most of the questions (though having my foot in a big boot for six
weeks did give me rather more time than usuall)

Thanks also to Haydn Dalton who stood over a hot cooker for a couple of hours
at the February Coffee Morning and provided some delicious bacon and sausage
butties.

The amount raised so far this yearis £ 4 , 4nd \Be thank you all for your
continuing support.

Mar garet Farrar.

On behalf of Kathy Benson, Pat Brooke, Heather Crosby, Jenny Dalton, Ed
Dodman and Heather Fry
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AN ATTEMPT TO MODERNI SE?

On holiday in Scotland over the Christmas period and being in a benevolent
mood, no | hadn@uvisited the local distillery, | came across the pictured
Omachineé Kecognised that, if purchased, it would not only propel me into the
early 20" century but it would also at least give me the first tentative step
towards making StanQ editorship a
little easier. The émachine€ was listed
as having one set of careful owners
and had withstood a fair amount of
adverse working conditions. The
current owners, however, were very
reluctant to part with it, but to be
honest only a modest sum was on

offer, so | have had to get a refill for
my trusty Ted Baker (name dropping) ball point. Sorry Stan.

For those who cannot instantly recognize the dmachineé€ it was used on the
fateful trip to the South Pole in 1912 and is now housed in the cabin next to
Captain Scott@ on the Discovery, berthed in Dundee.

] 2fAY 2FiG&azy

& gl é& 2F SELX Fyle2ys [ 2fAYy A& y20G NB)
I Nb Ot S& Ay Ly SELdA&AAGS KIYyReNAgSYy aob
fAgES 62N G2 Lidzi AG Ayd2  RAIAGEE Tz
FootnéReSyol i clikS25IE At & DOYaSAS\ LC S 062 fAdaYayd:
With regard to my very fictional account of the gossip group at the well in the

February edition of Phe Link(may | add the following.The subtitle should have

been Wn Amalgamation of GospelsQAH readers will have realized that the

conversation could not have taken place in that form as the two birth Gospels,

Matthew and Luke, have conflicting narratives:

Matthew: start in Judea — flight into Egypt — set up home in Nazareth.
Luke: start at home in Nazareth — no flight — return home.

Another example of the Gospels — You pays your money ------ W

[/ 2t AY
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A VERY HAPPY OCCASI ON

Jean Jones, a longstanding member of Lidgett and a former church steward, and
Crosbie Caine were married by the shipQ captain on a recent cruise to the
Caribbean. A copy of their wedding photo is shown below.

On Sunday 14th February (Valentine@ Day) they had their marriage blessed at
Lidgett in the presence of family and friends, including many from Lidgett, by
our minister Daniel. A photo of Jean and Crosby at the blessing together with
one sample of the lovely flower displays is also shown.

We wish them well for a long and happy life together. Daniel used 1 Corinthians
13 in his address and reminded us all that love flourishes not when we try and
change people to conform with us, but when we learn to live with the
incompatibilities and accept them for what they are. Marriage is about
cherishing the other.




24

WH® WHO

Ministers Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu

Church Stewards Anne Millett
Pat Brooke
Betty Ashton

Church Council Secretary
Church Treasurer
Treasurer@ Assistant

Senior Property Steward
Senior Communion Steward
Room Bookings (long term) J
Room Bookings (one-off )
Junior Church Contact

Pastoral Secretaries

Worship Consultation
Organist/Lidgett Singers
Car Rota Organiser
Church Notices

Editor of The Link

Daphne Barton
Jan Sanders
Jenny Dalton
Ruth Albiges
Val Faint
Susan Philo
Alan Wittrick
Jackie Bennett
Peter Bennett
Val Faint
Jackie Bennett
Patricia Davies
Peter Bennett
Kathy Benson
Val Faint
Patricia Davies
David Wilks
John Wells
Pat Brooke

Stanley Pearson

2681757

2666910

2678506

2935832

2664999

2933700

2934588

2665482

2663433

2685204

2613392

2684914

2667380

2663433

2684914

2663090

2667380

2941059

2663433

2663090

2932960

2661952

2678506

2736463



Benevolent Fund Secretary
Christian Aid Organiser
Churches Together Rep
Link Distribution Manager
Church Flowers

House Groups

Stewardship Envelopes
Gift Aid Secretary

Ladies Group Secretaries

Badminton
Church Walking Group
Drama Group

Simply Stitching

WomenQ World Day of Prayer

Church Cleaning

3rd Roundhay Brownies
Candy Stripes

Play Centre Group

Toddler Group (Thursday)
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Barbara Holmes
Heather Fry
Barbara Belsham
Joyce Toms
Margaret Lee
Margaret Mattocks
Stanley Pearson
Gerry Leake

Paul Nolan

Garth White

Lynne Pullein
Margaret Huskisson
Jackie Bennett
Peter Harper

Carol Russell
Audrey Gabbitas
Pat Nolan

Angela Bowers

Jan Ridsdale

Office

Jeanette Bartle

2686499

2933784

2737192

2933693

2663876

2668727

2736463

2664856

2663160

2730313

2665303

2666781

2684914

2662310

2698341

2664979

2663160

07749877933

2684873

2757697

07985569146

lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk
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AUGUSTUS COURT
CARE CENTRE

Providing personalised care and residence for
elderly ladies and gentlemen

Augustus Court at a Glance

+ Classic, Premier Bedrooms + Direct Dial Telephones, Sky
and Junior Suites TV and WiFi

* Restgurants, Library and + Beqgutiful Landscaped
Cinema Room Gardens with Terraces

* Hairdressing Salon, * Located Close to Local
Gymnasium Amenities and Facilities

To find out more
call 0333 999 8727

Augustus Court, Church Gardens, Garforth .- I\[FBTI)];I’\:N

L YITED
www.meridiancare.co.uk [ I
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FLORENCE HAIR

FASHIONS
I 2Sffl t NBYASNJI {

hLISy az2yRFe G2 {FGdz2NRI& 2SS
t SNXYAYy3AZ [/ 2f2dzNAYy3I YR {Gef A
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J LISOALFET tNAROSAE FT2N) OKAf RNBY
-WSIAAUSNBRc2 T AQRMEE SIS N
J EASYld tIFN]AYyS3
.CNASYRt& |yR | Sf LJFdzZ 9ELISNI 3
52 @2dz KIS I+ LINRofSY 6A0GK
SyaNBfte FNBS 2F OKIFINHS O2ftftS
2S LMAO|l @e2dz dzLJ yR Gl 1S @&2dz
La GKA&a ¢KFG @2dz FNB f221Ay3
y2G 3IAGS dza I OFftftK hNItSI@S
I YR®&S 3SG oF O1 G2 &2dzH

Dogiveusatry Tyou wonodt regre
145 Easterly Road
Leeds LS8 2RY.
0113 2402 556

7QO¢Z

QUI Z ANSWERS

. Live with what remains (7) Residue: reside U

. Begin mid-day meal (6) Launch:lunch A

. Long to be paid (5) Yearn: earn Y

. Coloured neckerchief can be peeled and eaten (7) Bandana: banana D
. Hindu class is pure and unsullied (6) Caste: chaste H

. Feel sorry about wading bird (6) Regret: egret R

. Priest can be fired (6) Cannon: canon N

. Keen to prevent (5) Avoid: avid O ROUNDHAY

Fred Langl ey
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AdairPaxton

- N
Residential and Commercial

B Valuations m\

A one stop shop for property advice
i ) s e T, A TR s T A B A i b e s renc A L . |

1 Oxford Place 22 Station Road

Leeds LS1 3AX Horsforth LS18 5SNT

Tel: 0113 2395770 www.adairpaxton.co.uk

" D 2 5
@rcs B S

Julian Berson
opticians
Telephone: 0113 266 2660

Address: 177 Street Lane, Leeds LS8 1AA
Website: www.julianberson.co.uk

"ndividual Eye Care, Quality Eemenr”

Opticlan of the Year in the YEP Best of Health Awards 2012




